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Etching with Electricity
non-toxic etching with low voltage 

electric current 

A brief overview of Jason Scuilla’s use of 
electrolytic etching  to create fine art 

copper plate etchings.
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How I Etch my Plates with Electricity

detail:  Io lo vidi II. 
(detail size 1.5 x 2.5 inches)

electrolytic etching, Jason Scuilla

Steps:

1.  Place spatula into the copper sulphate bath

2.  Place drawn plate onto spatula

The  unprotected back of the plate will make 
contact with the spatula

3.  Place cathode grid into bath

CCathode grid should be submerged into the bath 
about 1/2 inch above the plate surface

4. Connect power supply wires

Connect the positive wire to the spatula
Connect the negative wire to the grid

5. Turn on Power Supply, adjust voltage

TThe lower the current, the lighter and more 
sensitve the etch.  (I never exceed 5 amps/volts)
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